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Welcome!
On behalf of the Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute (FPG), welcome to the 22nd 

International Early Childhood Inclusion Institute. We want to recognize the involvement of our 
advisors and sponsors; please see the list below. 

#e mission of FPG is to transform children’s lives through innovation in research, practice, and policy. 
FPG generates knowledge, informs policies, and supports practices to promote positive developmental and 
educational outcomes for children of all backgrounds and abilities from the earliest years, as they recognize 
that every child deserves a safe, healthy, and stimulating childhood. 

#ank you for joining us this year! 
—Adam Holland and Catasha Williams, Conference Chairs
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Agenda
 

 Tuesday, April 26, 2022  
8:00–9:00 AM: Continental Breakfast and Registration for Pre-Institute Participants 

9:00 AM–12:00 PM: Pre-Institute Workshops (by pre-registration only) 
Dealing With Challenging Behavior: Innovative Tier 1 Strategies for Classroom Teachers 

Adam Holland Redbud A

Supporting Stem Learning for All Children 
Douglas Clements and Julie Sarama Wind!ower A+B

12:00–1:00 PM: Lunch (pre-Institute participants only) & Check-in for all  
 Institute Participants

1:00–2:15 PM: Welcome and Keynote Address
Grumman Auditorium

Opening the Institute 
 Aysenil Belger, director, frank porter graham child development institute 
 Adam Holland, institute co-chair, frank porter graham child development institute 

Keynote Address 
Combining Science and Heart: Relearning Inclusion !rough Love
 Jackie Joseph Buzek, executive director of the rise school of denver in denver, co 

My education and work brought me to a cutting-edge level in theoretical understanding of 
inclusion research, policy, and practice. However, when my daughter Juniper was born and 
we received her unexpected rare genetic syndrome diagnosis, I realized that so much of what 
I had learned was incomplete. As Juniper’s family, we began observing her experiences of sys-
temic ableism, and as Juniper’s mom, I came face-to-face with my own implicit biases. Before 
Juniper, I was sure that if we scienti7cally prove that certain practices are e8ective, then their 
use will become a reality. Now that I’m an administrator, I’ve seen 7rst-hand the importance 

of promoting high quality inclusive practices through teaching and evidence-based professional development, 
but these supports are not enough. We may never get to where we need to be, as a 7eld and as a society, until we 
can put inclusion into people’s hearts, not just their minds. 

2:15–2:45 PM: Break
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2:45–4:15 PM: Plenary Sessions
Plenary 1—Federal Panel on Early Childhood Directions and Initiatives for Enhancing the Quality 
of Inclusive Services

!"#$%&'(' Grumman Auditorium 
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#e intention for this interactive session is to listen, learn, and share perspectives about inclusion with an inter- 
agency panel of policy leaders representing the US Department of Education, O$ce of Special Education Programs; 
the US Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration; and Adminis-
tration for Children and Families, O$ces of Head Start and Child Care. Each panelist will provide a brief update on 
early childhood priorities and inclusion initiatives within their agencies through a lively discussion centered around 
inclusion from “grass tops to grassroots.” 

Plenary 2—Family Plenary Session
:$00"';"+,$6- special education professional and  
parent of children with unique learning and medical needs 

Dogwood A+B

In this plenary session, Jenna Ramsey will share her story of life, love, loss, and gain, through the life of her son 
PJ. As a special educator and administrator, Jenna knew this fact: di8erences can elicit fear. And when her son PJ 
was born, that truth was magni7ed. #roughout PJ’s life, Jenna worked to e8ectively partner with medical teams, 
school system sta8, and community agencies to provide PJ a rich quality of life; a life of inclusion. During this 
plenary session, participants will have the opportunity to hear this family’s perspective on living an inclusive life 
and gain insights on the ways which healthy and e8ective partnerships with teachers, therapists, doctors, and 
case managers, allowed PJ to live well. 

4:15–5:15 PM: Reflection Sessions
#ese sessions will provide opportunities for participants to meet with colleagues from similar sectors to re;ect 
on the keynote and plenary sessions and their personal goals for attending the institute.

Teachers and Providers – Special Education, Regular Education, Child Care, Head Start Redbud A

Administrators and Families – State and Local administrators, Families Dogwood A

Professional Development, Technical Assistance Sta! Wind!ower A

VIRTUAL – Teachers and Providers Zoom Link

VIRTUAL – Administrators and Families Zoom Link

5:15–6:30 PM: Presenter Reception Magnolia Lounge 

agenda | tuesday
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agenda | wednesday

 Wednesday, April 27, 2022 
7:30–8:30 AM: Continental Breakfast

8:30–10:00 AM: Concurrent Sessions
Caring for Teachers: Six Practical Strategies for Promoting Engagement in Child Care/ 
Classroom Settings

Robin McWilliam and Cami Stevenson Dogwood A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: Practitioners, Local Administrators, State Administrators

Content: Intermediate SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

What happens when a child with disabilities is in a childcare program or a preschool? #is session discusses 
with participants who the client is--the child or the teacher, who sets the agenda, and what the purpose of the 
visit to the classroom is. Participants will discuss their experiences with visits to the classroom, whether as visi-
tors or hosts. Collaborative consultation to children’s classrooms is the approach to building teachers’ capacity 
to intervene throughout daily routines when the consultant is not there. 

Spotlight on Partnerships: Working Together to Foster Inclusion

Jani Kozlowski, Megan Vinh, Dayana Garcia, Julia Martin-Eile, Ben Riepe, Jen Fung, Rebecca Berlin,  
and Lori Miranda  Dogwood B

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

#e goal for all children, including those with disabilities or suspected delays, is to be successful learners. How 
can we work together to accomplish this goal for children regardless of the setting where they are served? To-
gether, we will explore this question with representatives from Head Start, Early Intervention, Early Childhood 
Special Education, and Child Care. Join us to learn about e8ective collaboration models at the state and local 
levels along with strategies to empower families and coordinate programs. Participants will 7nd out how to foster 
equity and inclusion through the perspectives of families and program sta8 as they share their experiences and 
lessons learned in their work to ensure that each and every child 7nds a pathway for learning success.

Creating High Quality, Equitable Experiences for Young Children

Elena Soukakou, Alexandra Figueras-Daniel, and Stephanie M Curenton Wind!ower

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: All

Content: Introductory SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

Learn about the Inclusive Classroom Pro7le (ICP), Assessing Classroom Sociocultural Equity Scale (ACSES), 
Classroom Assessment of Supports for Emergent Bilingual Acquisition (CASEBA), and Self-Evaluation of Sup-
ports for Emergent Bilingual Acquisition (SESEBA) and how integrating practices from these research-based 
measures into programs can more e8ectively create conditions for equitable access to meaningful learning expe-
riences for all children. 
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FM Inclusion Practice Dilemmas: Making Best Practices Work—Where the Rubber Meets the Road 

Harriet Able and Lee Anne Smith Redbud A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: PD Providers, Practitioners, Families

Content: Appropriate for all levels

#is session will provide practice scenarios in which practitioners have encountered challenges in  
implementing quality inclusive services within real-world settings. Strategies for alleviating those challenges 
will be discussed based on recommended best practices. Participants will engage in a problem-solving discus-
sion regarding their own inclusion challenges and best ways to counteract these practice dilemmas in young 
children’s natural learning environments.

Making Sound Placement Decisions in the Least Restrictive Environment for Each and  
Every Preschool Child 

Debbie Cate, Mary Peters, and Penny Dell  Azalea

Age Group: 3–5 Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

Making sound placement decisions for preschool children with disabilities is dependent on teams following the 
requirements and procedures detailed in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). In this session, 
participants will have an opportunity to discuss the required components, processes, and best practice consider-
ations for making these individualized decisions. In addition, a new tool for teams making these decisions, which 
highlights these considerations and includes guiding questions and training activities, will be shared. 

Professional Development Approaches that Suppport Individualizing
Camille Catlett Redbud B

Age Group: Birth–3, PreK –3rd Grade Primary Audience: PD Providers, State Administrators

Content: Intermediate

While inclusion has historically focused on issues of ability, a new vision for inclusion promotes attention to 
“the interplay of multiple and intersecting social identities (e.g., ability, race, language) in learning contexts 
(e.g., home, school, and community settings)” (Morgan & Cheatham, 2021, p. 115). #is session will present 
tools and strategies for focusing on diversity, equity, and inclusion as part of higher education coursework 
and ongoing professional development (e.g., coaching, mentoring, technical assistance). #e presenter will 
o8er evidence-based approaches for individualizing for a child’s multiple identities using resources like perso-
nas, practice guides, and culturally responsive teaching frameworks.

10:00–10:30 AM: Break

agenda | wednesday
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10:30 AM–12:00 PM: Concurrent Sessions
FM Music-Mediated Interventions: Inclusion Practice in a Digital World 

Petra Kern Dogwood A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: Practitioners, Families

Content: Appropriate for all levels SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

In the past two years, children of all abilities and professionals alike leaped into the digital world. While there 
were many challenges to overcome, new concepts such as the three-tiered service delivery model in early child-
hood music therapy have emerged. In this virtual presentation, you will gain insights from video examples 
addressing aspects of transdisciplinary collaboration, unique music-mediated interventions, and telepractice 
sessions focusing on inclusion. Get hands-on ideas, unique materials, and resources to implement music- 
mediated interventions in your early childhood classroom or at home.

 FM Where Do I Start? Playful and Inclusive STEM Learning for Each and Every Child
Megan Vinh and Chih-Ing Lim Dogwood B

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: Practitioners, Families

Content: Introductory SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

Join the STEM Innovation for Inclusion in Early Education (STEMIE) center in this interactive session on 
practicing inclusive STEM [science, technology (i.e., computational thinking), engineering, and math] learn-
ing and engagement opportunities for each and every child. We will discuss how to intentionally plan for and 
use strategies to ensure young children with and without disabilities are engaged in playful, child-centered, and 
inexpensive STEM experiences within their everyday routines and activities. 

Wake Up, Get Dressed, Coach 
Sarah Sexton Wind!ower

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: PD Providers, Local Administrators

Content: Appropriate for all levels

Coaching has become an essential tool for providing individualized professional development to the spectrum 
of practitioners that make up the early childhood and early childhood special education workforce. How do 
you “get dressed” for your coaching conversation? #is session will share a blueprint for preparing yourself for 
a coaching conversation.

agenda | wednesday
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Start With YOU! Addressing the Stress for Early Intervention Professionals: A System Approach 
Ennis Baker, Lauren Thomason, and Shanickwa Spencer  Redbud A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: PD Providers, Practitioners, Local Administrators, State Administrators

Content: Intermediate

We will explore how the Harvard Center on the Developing Child’s #ree Principles and trauma-informed 
principles can be applied in early intervention systems. We will highlight how prioritizing responsive relation-
ships and identifying and reducing sources of stress can help adults at every level of the system of care to feel 
more “seen, heard, & held.” We will practice and emphasize the importance of self-re;ection, self-awareness, 
and self-care to build capacity for supporting responsive relationships among professionals. 

Creating a Brain Smart® Classroom for All Students 
Lynn Young Redbud B

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

Best practices are talked about frequently in education, but have you ever wondered why they are best prac-
tices? #e Conscious Discipline® Brain States model helps us know what the brain needs to engage in relation-
ships with others and learn new things. Students who feel a sense of safety and connection are able to engage 
in learning. During this session, we will explore strategies that meet the needs of the developing brain to be 
successful. We will discuss ways the adult can transform student engagement and the learning environment so 
all students reach their highest potential.

FM Early Literacy is for Everybody! 
Kris Everhart Azalea

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: Practitioners, Families

Content: Appropriate for all levels

Attending to early literacy skills is critical for all young children, especially those that may require adaptations 
to participate. Join this session to review comprehensive literacy activities and ideas for helping parents adapt 
those activities for a wide range of very young learners. 

12:00–1:00 PM: Bu"et Lunch

agenda | wednesday
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1:00–2:30 PM: Concurrent Sessions
State Leadership Panel: Using Inclusion Indicators to Improve and Increase Inclusive Opportunities

Mary Peters, Danita Pitts, Wendy Grove, Ravyn Hawkins, Alissa Rausch, Debbie Cate, and Meredith Villines  Dogwood A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: Local Administrators, State Administrators

Content: Appropriate for all levels SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

State leaders working with their stakeholders and state leadership teams to improve and increase preschool 
Inclusion using Indicators of High-Quality Inclusion (https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators.asp). 
During this session, participants will hear highlights of strategies and successes, as well as challenges. Partici-
pants will have opportunities to interact with the panel in breakout rooms and small groups, organized by top-
ics such as engaging stakeholders, collaboration, family engagement, public awareness, and addressing policy 
barriers. Resources will be shared. During this facilitated session, participants will be encouraged to interact 
through chat in the room and in Zoom, polling, and small groups and breakout rooms. 

FM A Place for Everyone: Practices for Promoting Access and Participation
Nikki Donnelly and Hedda Meaden Dogwood B

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: Practitioners, Families

Content: Intermediate SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

Inclusion occurs when everyone is valued, engaged, and feels connected. In inclusive settings, educators and 
families work together to promote all children’s development. Come and learn about a variety of strategies to 
promote children’s access to and participation in all activities. #e session will include participant-engaged 
activities such as group sharing, video re;ections, and practice opportunities.

Gender Expansion—Beyond and Outside the Binary 
Karen Russell Azalea

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: All

Content: Intermediate

Join in on this interactive session, where we will:
• Learn about gender terminology
• Re;ect on our own teaching practices and beliefs around Gender
• Talk about how to become more inclusive 
• Create action steps to take us forward 

agenda | wednesday

http://fpg.un.edu
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Implementation Competencies: Necessary Skills to be a Systems of Change Agent 
Caryn Ward, Yolanda Perkins, and Christina DiSalvo Redbud A

Age Group: Birth–PreK Primary Audience: Practitioners, Local Administrators

Content: Appropriate for all levels

#is session is designed to introduce practice competencies that implementation support practitioners need to 
promote e8ective implementation and scaling of evidence-informed practices, programs, and policies to improve 
outcomes for people and communities. To implement well, we need professionals with the required competencies 
to assess, select, tailor, and apply a range of implementation frameworks, strategies, tools, and approaches—in a 
way that is appropriate to the speci7c context and setting. #is interactive session will discuss the evolution of the 
practice competencies, guiding practice principles, competency domains, and resources for adaptation and use.

FM Delivering on our Promise to Support Families in the Context of a Pandemic

Kate Gallagher and Marisa Macy Wind!ower

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

During the last two years of the COVID-19 pandemic, the already di$cult circumstances of providing ser-
vices to families of young children experiencing delays and disabling conditions has been greatly exacerbated. 
Families and children have experienced disconnection and disruption of services, while professionals’ stress has 
skyrocketed. Despite these substantive challenges, experience suggests that families and professionals have the 
resilience and knowledge to collaboratively design practices and policies that work. In this highly interactive 
session, we will review some national data related to families’ experiences during the pandemic. Participants 
will engage in 1) identifying the challenges and barriers to families’ equitable access to quality services for their 
children, 2) pinpoint themes of challenge and opportunity, and 3) generate promising strategies for overcoming 
barriers and delivering on our promise to families. Lists of promising strategies will be available to participants 
for use in their networks and communities.

FM Get Up & Move: Using Play & Movement to Promote Inclusion, Wellness, & Exploration   
in Early Childhood

Amanda Kloo Redbud B

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: PD Providers, Practitioners, Families

Content: Appropriate for all levels

Active learning is essential for social emotional development, health and wellness, and learning growth. Get Up 
& Move (GUM) activities help to engage children with diverse abilities socially, academically, and physically. 
#is session centers on the importance of integrating active play, kinesthetic instruction, and physical move-
ment into inclusive early childhood experiences. Participants will engage in “GUM” warm-ups, games, and 
simulations designed to get bodies moving, brains thinking, and smiles beaming. Participants will explore and 
discuss high-leverage strategies to actively include children with a wide range of strengths and needs. Partici-
pants will leave with ready-to-implement ideas to meet the needs of all children through meaningful play.

2:30–3:00 PM: Break

agenda | wednesday 
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3:00–4:30 PM: Concurrent Sessions
,e Inclusion Roadmap of Head Start

Dayana Garcia and Amanda Bryans 
Dogwood A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

During this session participants will hear about the journey of inclusion services in Head Start. Presenters will share 
current data highlights and trends, and talk about the collaborative work at the national, state, and local levels that will 
serve as the pathway to continue to support children with disabilities and their families in Head Start.

 FM Advancing Equity in Early Childhood Inclusion 
Rhodus Riggins Jr, Dr. Harriette N. Bailey, and Lisa Pullis Dogwood B

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: All

Content: Intermediate SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

We all play important roles in advancing equity in early childhood inclusion. Transformative change may occur 
for children with disabilities, their families, and us when we:
• Develop self-awareness of the impact of our implicit bias on interpersonal interactions with children with dis-

abilities, families, colleagues, personal and professional practices, and culturally responsive services.
• Examine organizational mindsets, culture, policies, and practices that anchor culturally centered work with 

children with disabilities and their families.
#is interactive session will explore strategies and resources for advancing equity in early childhood inclusion. 

Identifying Young Children with or At-Risk for Autism Spectrum Disorder
Betsy Crais, Rebecca Pretzel, and Doanne Ward-Williams Redbud B

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

#e early characteristics of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in young children can be hard to identify, par-
ticularly if the child is not showing classic symptoms (e.g., rocking, hand ;apping, delayed language). #is ses-
sion will focus on early characteristics of ASD illustrated with videos of children with and without ASD. Tips 
for di8erentiating ASD from other developmental disabilities will also be highlighted. 

agenda | wednesday
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In-uencing a Federal Agenda for Equity & Inclusion for Young Children with Disabilities & Delays 
Mina Hong and Kayla Goldfarb Wind!ower

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

#e Alliance for IDEA Policy launched in 2021 with the goal to advance stronger and more equitable access to 
early intervention and early childhood special education services. #rough this e8ort, Start Early and partners 
are developing a federal policy agenda focused on equity and inclusion for young children with disabilities and 
developmental delays across the birth-to-7ve early childhood system. 
Come to this session to:
1) Learn about the Alliance for IDEA Policy Initiative and states’ strategies to upli= family voice and race  

equity focused on EI/ECSE issues
2) Hear about the latest research from Illinois on how to strengthen opportunities between Head Start and ECE  

partners to collaborate to better support young children with disabilities and implications for your own community
3) Join a discussion to contribute your thoughts on what to prioritize in a federal policy agenda to better  

support young children with disabilities and developmental delays

IMPACT: Supporting the Inclusion of Children With Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs 
,rough a Comprehensive Training & Consultation Model 

Amy Bender and Laura Kneedler Azalea

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

#e IMPACT program (Inclusion Mentorship Program for Increasing Access in Childcare Team) was launched 
in 2018 to provide consultation and professional development training to early learning providers with the goal 
of supporting the needs of children with disabilities in high-quality classrooms. 
#e multidisciplinary IMPACT team has developed a robust service delivery model, rooted in early childhood 
mental health consultation, that has reached over 21,000 children in the Greater Seattle area. Using a combination of 
extensive data collection and input from the early learning community, IMPACT has continued to evolve to meet the 
needs of the community throughout the COVID pandemic with a hybrid of in-person and virtual services.
Join us for an information session where you will learn about the IMPACT model, principles that guide our 
work, our engagement in continuous quality improvement using qualitative and quantitative data, how the 
model supports provider outcomes, and how the model may help support your work.

agenda | wednesday
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Intersectionality, Quality, and Inclusion: ,e Role of Bias in the Early Care and Learning System
Alissa Rausch, Katy McCullough, Penny Dell, and Catasha Williams (from ECTA) Redbud A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

#e early childhood system that exists today has many positive and meaningful supports for children and their 
families. However, aspects of the early childhood system are also broken. Equitable access, appropriate sup-
ports, and full inclusion are not available to all children. #is is especially true for historically marginalized 
and oppressed populations of children and families. In this session, participants will explore how bias (both 
implicit and explicit) has impacted the early childhood system speci7cally as it relates to intersectionality, the 
perception of equality in programs, and inclusive services for all children. Participants will identify how the 
system has been created as it stands now and how this system is perpetuated. #rough interactive small group 
discussion, participants will examine data from programs and states to identify root causes and inform ways to 
interrupt the system and breakdown barriers at the individual, programmatic, and state systems level.

 Thursday, April 28, 2022  
7:30–8:30 AM: Continental Breakfast

8:30–10:00 AM: Concurrent Sessions
Partnerships for Early Childhood Special Education Services: Lessons Learned from Projects in 
Singapore 

Peng-Chian Tan, Kenneth Poon, Sylvia Choo, and Chih-Ing Lim Dogwood A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: PD Providers, Local Administrators, State Administrators

Content: Introductory SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

In this session, the evolution of inclusive preschool education in Singapore will be traced through projects 
involving various partnerships amongst early childhood special education services. Re;ections from each part-
nership e8ort have, over time, culminated in better strategies for ensuring access, participation, and support 
for children with developmental disabilities in ‘mainstream’ preschools. Current enhancements to projects and 
teachers’ perception of the support they are receiving to implement inclusive services will also be discussed. 
#ere will be opportunities for participants to discuss and re;ect on similarities and di8erences in their experi-
ences with professional partnerships across early childhood and early childhood special education services.

Using an Appreciative Inquiry Framework to Transform Early Childhood Systems
Jen Neitzel and Ebonyse Mead Dogwood B

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

During this session, participants will learn about the key components of systems change, including imple-
menting a root cause analysis and applying an intersectional framework to identify key disparities within early 
childhood systems. #e majority of the session will be focused on walking participants through an appreciative 
inquiry approach to systems change. #ere will be opportunities for large and small group discussions.  
Activities to promote the application of content will also be provided.

agenda | wednesday/thursday
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Bouncing Back! Enhancing Your Resilience 
Shana LeGrant Wind!ower

Age Group: PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: PD Providers, Practitioners, Families

Content: Appropriate for all levels

#is session will provide participants with relevant and practical information and strategies to support them 
in their work in a positive, upli=ing way. Participants will learn ways to continue building up to maintain or 
increase a level of well-being. Participants will re;ect on their strengths and gain tangible tools to support them 
on their journey to building adult resilience. Leave inspired and encouraged.

FM Supporting Social-Communication and Play for Preschool Students with Autism:  
An Overview of the Advancing Social-Communication And Play (ASAP) Intervention

Jessica Steinbrenner and Becky Dees Redbud A

Age Group: 3–5 Primary Audience: PD Providers, Practitioners, Families, Local Administrators

Content: Introductory

#e session will provide an overview of the Advancing Social-communication And Play (ASAP) intervention, a 
supplemental intervention designed to be implemented with preschool students with ASD in public preschool 
classrooms. #e presenters will provide information about the ASAP process and content, and introduce freely 
available tools including assessments, goal hierarchies, and ideas for individual and group intervention activi-
ties. #e presentation will include video examples, tips, and troubleshooting for implementation in preschool 
settings, application activities, and opportunities for questions. 

Equalizing Learning Opportunities: Removing Language as a Barrier in Learning Math 
Tahereh Pazouki and Ali Paksima Redbud B

Age Group: PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

Luxembourg invests more in education per student than any other country yet has a signi7cant learning gap, 
especially for the 60% of children who are not familiar with the language of instruction. 8 years of research 
and collaboration in 6 studies at Universities in Luxembourg, Germany, and France, with over 1,000 children 
having di8erent learning pro7les, led to the development of Magrid. Magrid is a training and learning program 
that replaces all verbal instruction with intuitive visual materials and targets the development of major building 
blocks of early mathematics. For children with di8erent learning pro7les, performance and learning gaps are 
closed in early mathematical education by removing language barriers.

10:00–10:15 AM: Break

agenda | thursday
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10:15–11:45 AM: Concurrent Sessions
Working Toward Inclusion for ALL Children When Educators are Stressed to the Max

Jani Kozlowski and Alissa Rausch  Dogwood A

Age Group: Birth–5 Primary Audience: PD Providers, Practitioners, Local Administrators

Content: Intermediate SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

Let’s face it—the past two years have been extremely stressful for all of us, especially early childhood educators. 
While they may stand behind inclusion of children with disabilities as a value and even acknowledge its bene7ts, 
many educators are still wary of the practice. What do children and families need? What do teachers need? Join 
us to learn about the current research on inclusion, intersectionality considerations, and indicators of high-quality 
inclusion in early childhood environments. We’ll discuss the challenges, opportunities, and promising models of 
support for educators intended to build skills and con7dence for meeting the needs of each and every child. We’ll 
explore strategies for building secure relationships to reduce stress and build trust. Together we can foster inclu-
sion in early childhood environments in ways that are healing for each and every child, family, and educator.

Progressions-Based Instruction: Making Pedagogy Work for You
Adam Holland and Catasha Williams Dogwood B

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: PD Providers, Practitioners, Local Administrators

Content: Introductory SESSION IS OFFERED VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

Traditional teach-to-target instruction has educators select a topic or standard and then develop lessons that 
address that standard. However, research increasingly supports a di8erent approach, where professionals begin 
with a progression or trajectory of knowledge and skills, locate each child along that progression, and then 
target instruction based on where children actually are. In this session, we will discuss how this approach can 
be integrated into practitioners’ existing practice, providing tips and tools with a particular focus on social-
emotional learning. Participants will have opportunities to ask questions, discuss new information, and create 
concrete plans for using and sharing the information gained. 

FM Caring for Yourself While You Care for Others: A Heartfelt Response to Stress 
Karen Bluth and Christine Lathren Redbud A

Age Group: Birth–5, PreK–3rd Grade Primary Audience: All

Content: Appropriate for all levels

You are exhausted—it’s been a demanding couple of years, to say the least! Whether you’re a professional care-
giver like a teacher, administrator, or a caring parent, chances are you have high standards for yourself – and 
when you don’t meet them, you can be harshly self-critical, or even downright mean to yourself. #is session 
will o8er mindfulness and self-compassion tools to show you how to be with yourself in a new way—with 
kindness and compassion, giving yourself the support you need. Research has shown that these tools lead to 
greater moment-to-moment ease, more motivation in your work, and increased joy in your everyday life. In 
this session, you will be doing mindfulness and self-compassion practices, so you can have a direct experience 
of what they’re like. Be prepared to feel soothed and relaxed when it’s over!

agenda | thursday
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Meaningful Inclusion in Preschool: From Arrival to Dismissal and Everything In Between
Phil Strain Redbud B

Age Group: 3–5 Primary Audience: Practitioners 

Content: Intermediate

#is session will o8er a series of video clips that illustrate how to embed social interaction opportunities at 
arrival, large group, transitions, snack, choice time, and spontaneous situations. Participants will have the op-
portunity to re;ect on skills taught in each video, needed materials and planning, and how the example might 
be expanded in their setting.

11:45–11:55 AM: Break

11:55 AM–12:30 PM: Reflection Sessions
Re-ecting on the Institute: Taking It Home

#ese sessions will provide opportunities for participants to meet in groups with colleagues to share highlights of 
the Institute and ideas for using strategies and resources at home.

Teachers and Providers – Special Education, Regular Education, Child Care, Head Start Redbud A

Administrators and Families – State and local administrators, Families Dogwood A

Professional Development, Technical Assistance Sta! Wind!ower A

VIRTUAL – Teachers and Providers Zoom Link

VIRTUAL – Administrators and Families Zoom Link

agenda | thursday
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Sessions at-a-Glance 
 Tuesday, April 26, 2022   
 

1:00–2:15 PM: Opening & Keynote Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grumman Auditorium
 

2:45–4:15 PM: Plenary Sessions
 Plenary 1: Federal Plenary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grumman Auditorium
 Plenary 2: Family Plenary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wind;ower A + B

4:15–5:15 PM: Re!ection Sessions
 Teachers and Providers – Special Education, Regular Education, Child Care, Head Start. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Redbud A
 Administrators and Families – State and local administrators, Families  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood A
 Professional Development, Technical Assistance Sta8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wind;ower A
 VIRTUAL – Teachers and Providers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Zoom Link
 VIRTUAL – Administrators  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zoom Link 

 Wednesday, April 27, 2022   
 

8:30–10:00 AM: Concurrent Sessions
 V Caring for Teachers: Six Practical Strategies for Promoting Engagement in Child Care/Classroom Settings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood A   

V Spotlight on Partnerships: Working Together to Foster Inclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood B
 V Creating High Quality, Equitable Experiences for Young Children  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wind;ower
 FM Inclusion Practice Dilemmas: Making Best Practices Work—Where the Rubber Meets the Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud A
 Making Sound Placement Decisions in the Least Restrictive Environment for Each and Every Preschool Child  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Azalea
 Professional Development Approaches that Support Individualizing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud B
 

10:30 AM–12:00 PM: Concurrent Sessions 
 V | FM Music-Mediated Interventions: Inclusion Practice in a Digital World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dogwood A
 V | FM Where Do I Start? Playful and Inclusive STEM Learning for Each and Every Child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood B 
 Wake Up, Get Dressed, Coach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wind!ower
 Start With YOU! Addressing the Stress for Early Intervention Professionals: A System Approach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud A
 Creating a Brain Smart® Classroom for All Students  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud B
 FM Early Literacy is for Everybody! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Azalea
 

1:00–2:30 PM: Concurrent Sessions 
 V State Leadership Panel: Using Inclusion Indicators to Improve and Increase Inclusive Opportunities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dogwood A
 V | FM A Place for Everyone: Practices for Promoting Access and Participation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood B 
 Gender Expansion—Beyond and Outside the Binary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Azalea
 Implementation Competencies: Necessary Skills to be a Systems of Change Agent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud A
 FM Delivering on our Promise to Support Families in the Context of a Pandemic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wind;ower
 FM Get Up & Move: Using Play & Movement to Promote Inclusion, Wellness, & Exploration in Early Childhood  . . . . . . . . . . Redbud B

sessions at-a-glance

V—Session is o!ered virtually and in person
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 3:00–4:30 PM: Concurrent Sessions 
 V "e Inclusion Roadmap of Head Start  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dogwood A
 V | FM  Advancing Equity in Early Childhood Inclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood B
 Identifying Young Children with or At-Risk for Autism Spectrum Disorder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud B
 In!uencing a Federal Agenda for Equity & Inclusion for Young Children with Disabilities & Delays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wind!ower
 IMPACT: Supporting the Inclusion of Children With Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs  

      "rough a Comprehensive Training & Consultation Model  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Azalea
 Intersectionality, Quality, and Inclusion: "e Role of Bias in the Early Care and Learning System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud A

 Thursday, April 28, 2022   
 

8:30–10:00 AM: Concurrent Sessions 
 V Partnerships for Early Childhood Special Education Services: Lessons Learned from Projects in Singapore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dogwood A
 V Using an Appreciative Inquiry Framework to Transform Early Childhood Systems  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood B
 Bouncing Back! Enhancing Your Resilience . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wind!ower
 FM Supporting Social-Communication and Play for Preschool Students with Autism:  

An Overview of the Advancing Social-Communication And Play (ASAP) Intervention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud A
 Equalizing Learning Opportunities: Removing Language as a Barrier in Learning Math. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud B 

10:15–11:45 AM: Concurrent Sessions 
 V Working Toward Inclusion for ALL Children When Educators are Stressed to the Max . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dogwood A
 V Progressions-Based Instruction: Making Pedagogy Work for You  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood B
 FM Caring for Yourself While You Care For Others: A Heartfelt Response to Stress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud A
 Meaningful Inclusion in Preschool: From Arrival to Dismissal and Everything In Between . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Redbud B

11:55 AM–12:30 PM: Reflection Sessions
 Teachers and Providers – Special Education, Regular Education, Child Care, Head Start . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Redbud A
 Administrators and Families—State and Local Administrators, Families  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dogwood A
 Professional Development, Technical Assistance Sta8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wind;ower A
 VIRTUAL – Teachers and Providers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Zoom Link
 VIRTUAL – Administrators and Families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Zoom Link 

Session Evaluations Are Online
Links to evaluation surveys can be found at the Institute website or via the QR code below.

https://inclusioninstitute.fpg.unc.edu/evaluations
#e surveys are easy to complete on a smart-phone or tablet.

V—Session is o!ered virtually and in person

sessions at-a-glance
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